
Time to Slow Down 

How counter-cultural the notion that the season 

which for many people is the busiest time of the 

year is, for Christians, an opportunity to slow 

down during Advent—the four weeks before 

Christmas! In the very early Church (late 400s), 

in preparation for Christmas, the Church prayed 

and fasted for 40 days, as we do in Lent. Over 

the centuries, Advent was shortened to four 

weeks and the requirement to fast dropped. We 

still are encouraged to pray daily in anticipation 

of Jesus’ birth, which explains why Advent 

calendars with daily Scripture references are 

popular aids. An Advent wreath and its four 

candles (labeled Hope, Love, Joy/Rejoice, 

Peace) also help us prepare for Christmas. 

Advent highlights two of God’s saving acts. God 

in the Person of Jesus becoming incarnate, 

taking on a human nature (like us in all things 

but sin) while remaining fully divine. Advent and 

Scripture selections also remind us of the  

second Coming of Christ, when all things will be 

brought to fulfillment according to God’s plan. 

During Advent we twice honor Mary in a special 

way. On December 8th, the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception, we acknowledge that 

Mary was conceived without original sin, the 

only human being ever to be so honored! Four 

days later, on December 12th, we honor Mother 

Mary as the patron saint of the Americas—

North, Central, and South, in the person of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe. 

When we consider the richness of the Scripture 

readings and special events of Advent, we 

obviously want to slow down and savor the days 

prior to Christmas. When Christmas arrives, we 

will have so much more to celebrate! 

Remember, too, that we Catholics celebrate the 

Christmas season, itself almost two weeks long, 

up until the Baptism of the Lord on January 10, 

2021. With so much to celebrate, like a 

seasoned athletic, we surely want to pace 

ourselves and finish strong. 

~Deacon George 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 

Rev. Joseph F. McDonald, III JCL, Pastor Deacon George Canney  

Located at the Corner of First & Polk, Moscow, Idaho 

November 29, 2020 
First Sunday of Advent 

This Week at St. Mary’s Church 

Sun.   Nov. 29 - 8:00 a.m.—Mass  
    - 9:30 a.m.—Mass 
    - 11:00 a.m.—Mass  

 

Mon.   Nov. 30 - 7:40 a.m.—Rosary 
    - 8:00 a.m.—Communion Service 
    - 8:30 a.m.—Prayer Shawl Knitters 
    - 7:00 p.m.—Zoom Music 101 

 

Tues.  Dec. 1 - 7:40 a.m.—Rosary 
    - 8:00 a.m.—Communion Service 
    - 7:30 p.m.—Knights of Columbus 
 

Wed.  Dec. 2 - 7:40 a.m.—Rosary 
    - 8:00 a.m.—Communion Service  
    - 10:00 a.m.—St. Zelie Martin Mom's Group  
    - 5:00 p.m.—AA 
    - 7:00 p.m.—RCIA 

 

Thurs. Dec. 3 - 7:40 a.m.—Rosary 
    - 8:00 a.m.—Communion Service 
    - 6:45 p.m.—Music 101 

 

Fri.  Dec. 4 - 7:40 a.m.—Rosary 
    - 8:00 a.m.—First Friday Communion Service 
    - 9:00 a.m.—Adoration  
 

Sat.  Dec. 5 -8:00-9:00 a.m.—First Saturday Mass  
    - 5:00 p.m.—Mass 
    - 7:00 p.m.—Mass in Genesee 

https://www.cokesbury.com/730817363738-hope-god-s-son-advent-candle-sunday-1-bulletin-large-

Be watchful! Be alert! 

You do not know when the time will come.  

—Mark 13:33 



St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
PO Box 9106, Moscow, ID 83843 

 

Parish Office:  882-4813 
Religious Ed Office:  882-8001 
St. Mary’s School:  882-2121 
E-mail: office@stmarysparishmoscow.org  
Web Page: www.stmarysparishmoscow.org  
 
Parish Pastoral Council:   

Eileen Brady, Clayton Forsmann, Mercedes 
Frausto, Earl Aston, Sean Quinlan, Dave 
Hutton, Marian Horton. 

 
Pastor 

Fr. Joe McDonald 
father@stmarysparishmoscow.org  

 
Office Manager 

Lauren Goracke 208-882-4813  
office@stmarysparishmoscow.org 

 
Pastoral Ministry 

Caroline Canney 208-882-8001 
caroline@stmarysparishmoscow.org 

 
Music Director 

Tina Anderson 208-669-0089 
musicministry@stmarysparishmoscow.org  
 

Family Faith Formation Team 
fff@stmarysparishmoscow.org 
Susie Johnson 301-838-1927 
Katharine Covill 208-596-9347 (call/text) 
Jen Morrison 208-892-3747 

 
Natural Family Planning  

Linda Geidl  208-835-2004 
 
Knights of Columbus 

Greg Harp, Grand Knight 208-883-3332  
 
4th Degree Knights of Columbus 

Dennis Conley, Faithful Navigator  
208-874-7176 

 
Catholic Women’s League 

Caroline Canney, President  208-882-4813 
 
St. Mary’s School 

Jennifer Beller, PhD, Principal 208-882-2121 
jbeller@stmarysmoscow.com 

 
St. Mary’s School Board 

John Bieker, Chairperson 208-301-2188  
johnsgutters@moscow.com  

 
St. Mary’s School Foundation 

Eric Bennett, President 208-691-7324  
 
Moscow Food Bank  

Linda Nickels, Director  208-883-3580 
 
St. Vincent de Paul  

Gerard Connelly 208-883-3284 
(Please leave a message.) 

Sacrificial Giving: November 2020 

Budgeted Offertory Income: $ 30,576.90 

November 1:  $   5,576.61 
November 8:  $  7,024.09 
November 15: $    4,495.86 
November 22: $  2,388.36 
November 29:  $ 

November Offertory Income: $19,484.92 
Our Offertory Goal for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2021 is $318,000. At 40% of the 
year, we have received 37.17% of our annual 
goal. Thank you! 

Online Giving 

Scan the Code or Visit: 

https://osvhub.com/

stmarysparishmoscow/funds 

Christmas Shopping in a Third World Country!  

SERRV FAIR TRADE SALE  

sponsored by St Vincent de Paul 

2020 has been a challenge to people all over the globe and as world-
wide economies have suffered so too has the much-needed sales 
revenue for low income global artisans and farmers.  

Many handcrafting workshops saw their orders reduced or canceled. 
SERRV however, was able to keep their orders with their artisan and 
farmer partners and send them relief funds due to sales and donations.  

It’s easy to shop online with SERRV using our Web link. Use this Link in 
your web browser: serrv.org?a=SVDPSerrv 

Twenty percent of sales will go to Saint Vincent de Paul conference in 
Moscow, the remainder will go the Artisans supported by SERRV. 
Thank you for helping us in our attempt to support the poor in third world 
countries during this pandemic.  

If you have not purchased items from a Fair Trade organization in the 
past, this year would be a good time to buy Christmas gifts from 
SERRV. You will find baskets, scarves, toys, nativity sets, pottery, 
jewelry, chocolates, ornaments, household items, stocking stuffers...  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Come spend some time with Jesus! Adoration will begin this 

Friday after the 8 a.m. Communion Service and continue 

overnight until the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Saturday morning. 

Please stop by at anytime. If you have any questions please 

contact Bea O’Neil at oneillbeatrice04@gmail.com 

—November— 
 Month of the  

  Holy Souls 

Thanksgiving Turkey Baskets at the Food Bank 

This year the Moscow Food Bank was able to distribute nearly 200 

turkey baskets for people in need. The baskets included vegetables, 

potatoes, stuffing, pumpkin mix, fruit, a turkey, and much more! Thank 

you to everyone that volunteered their time and money to help with this 

amazing event!  
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Prayer Requests 

Please pray for Crystal Esser Allen. 

In Loving Memory   

We pray for the repose of the souls of our loved ones, 
including Bernie Hermann and Tsuyako Tanaka. 

Saint John Damascene 
Feast Day—December 4 

The last of the Greek fathers, John was born in Damascus, 
Syria. He succeeded his father as chief representative of the 
Christian community to the caliph in Damascus, then under 
Islamic rule. However, after serving some years, he was 
forced to resign in 719 because of his faith. He entered a 
monastery in the mountain wilderness between Jerusalem 
and the Dead Sea, and lived there until his death. As a 
priest, he devoted himself to prayer and writing, producing 
150 works on theology, philosophy and religious education, 
as well as a defense of the veneration of icons and 
numerous hymns. His work was widely cited in the Middle 
Ages. Pope Leo XIII declared him a doctor of the church in 
1890.  

Saint Vincent de Paul 

On this 5th Sunday of the month the Society of St. Vincent 

de Paul is respectfully seeks consideration of your continued 

support. Our ministry of providing assistance to the poorest 

of the poor in Latah County continues uninterrupted. We are 

receiving approximately 15 calls per week, mostly dealing 

with homelessness and homeless prevention. There is a 

basket at the exit if you wish to make a donation. 

God bless you and know that prayer for 

our benefactors is part of all of our weekly 

meetings. we need volunteers. lf you are 

interested please call 208-883-3284 and 

leave a  message. 

Coat Drive 

Family Promise of the Palouse is hosting a Coat Drive 

between now and December 4. Medium and large adult 

coats are especially needed. Gloves and scarves will also 

be accepted. Please drop-off donations at the FPP Day 

Center at 510 W Palouse River Drive or call  208-301-0916; 

and someone can pick up and deliver them to FPP. 

Christmas Tree Sale 

St. Mary’s School is selling Christmas trees and wreaths at 

the Tri-State parking lot. Support our Parish School and 

purchase your tree from them. There will be a limited supply, 

so make sure to buy yours before they sell out! 

Go the Extra Step! 

The Extra Steps Challenge is a different way of sharing 

random acts of kindness while promoting healthy habits and 

having fun! The idea is to help you be healthier by taking the 

extra steps wherever you go, for example leaving the 

closest parking spots for those most in need.  The challenge 

starts in Advent and lasts until Easter. Sign up at 

saltandlightradio.com so we can share our extra step 

experiences with each other. 

St. Mary’s School & #iGiveCatholic 

St. Mary's Parish School is participating in the 
#iGiveCatholic Giving Day which takes place on Tuesday, 
December 1st.  #iGiveCatholic is a global day for giving 
thanks for the faithful.  

Last year was our first year participating in the program, and 
this year we want to make it bigger and better as there are 
so very many families in need. We have many new families 
in our school this year because they want their students in 
school full-time and receiving the benefits of a strong 
academic Christian education.  

Because of COVID, we've had to implement many 
improvements to keep our students and faculty safe which 
has been an unexpected expense and challenge. Your 
contributions of continued support would be very much 
appreciated and would go a lot farther in keeping everyone 
healthy and in school.  

Please consider making a donation to the school while 
you're making one to the church. Your generosity will be a 
blessing to many young people in our community and 
neighboring communities, as our students come from all 
over the Palouse. Thank you! 

The link for your donations for Pre-Giving and Giving 
Tuesday, December 1st is:  https://boise.igivecatholic.org/
organizations/st-marys-catholic-school-moscow   

Thank you so very much to all who have continued to 
support us in prayer and donations.  Please know that we 
pray for you daily in the school. 

Catholic Women’s League Luncheon 

Due to the Governor's roll back order, the officers of the 

CWL have decided to cancel the December 6th luncheon 

meeting.  HOWEVER, we will be doing the drawing for the 

prizes that we would have done that day.  Hopefully, we can 

set up a zoom session so anyone who wants to can 

watch.  If you haven't returned your tickets and dues yet, 

you have this coming week to do so.  You can drop them by 

the office or mail them to the parish.  If you need more tick-

ets, give Caroline a call at 208-882-4813 or 208-882-

4355.  Thanks to everyone for your support of our fundraiser 

and understanding for cancelling our luncheon.   
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Directory of Services in our Local Area 
 While I was preparing the laundry my small 

daughter threw her red socks into a basket 

of clothes. When I asked her not to 

because they might run, she gave me a 

disgusted look and demanded, “How can 

they run when they have no feet in them?” 

—Mary Parr 

 

   

 

 

 

  

   

   

  

 

 

  

Your Ad Here! 
To Advertise in the Bulletin, 

please contact Pam at 
office@stmarysparishmoscow.org 

208-882-4813 

Please remember St. Mary’s 

School Foundation Endowment in 

your will: “I give, desire, and 

bequeath to St. Mary’s School 

Foundation Endowment, P.O. Box 

8485 Moscow, ID 83843 (insert 

amount given here) to be used in 

its corpus to support the ministry 

of St. Mary’s Parish School.”  


